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Freshman cornerback 
Stephon Gilmore is 
impressing teammates 
and coaches in spring 
practices. 
See page 7
SPORTS
USC alumnus and fi lm-
maker Praveen Vattikolla 
fi nds inspiration through 
personal experiences.
See page 6
THE MIX
Got ink? 
What’s 
the reason 
people get 
tatoos? For 
most, it’s 
nothing more 
than a cry for 
attention.
See page 4
VIEWPOINTS
Online Exclusive
SPORTS ONLINE
Check out video inter-
views of head coach 
Steve Spurrier, wide 
receiver Jason Barnes 
and cornerbacks Stephon 
Gilmore and Akeem 
Auguste after Thursday 
evening’s scrimmage.
www.dailygamecock.com
 Who wouldn’t want to enjoy eating 
fresh fruits and vegetables everyday? 
Through the efforts of one USC student, 
Carolina Dining and the South Carolina 
Department of Agriculture have teamed 
up to incorporate local fresh products 
into the meals. 
With this initiative, 25 percent of the 
fruits and vegetables eaten at USC din-
ing facilities will be locally grown and 
available for enjoyment.
“The idea first came to me when I 
had to come up with a campaign for 
my journalism 531 class,” said fourth-
year public relations student Rosemarie 
Robson. “Agriculture needs to be more 
prominent on campus.”
The Fresh on Menu program was fi rst 
started in February 2008 in restaurants 
and so far around 140 restaurants have 
signed on. Some restaurants in Columbia 
include Yesterday’s, Harper’s, Lizard’s 
Thicket and others.
“This program is designed to not only 
help students, but it also helps the local 
farmers. Plus it is much better to eat 
foods that are local. South Carolina ag-
riculture itself is $33.9 billion per year,” 
said Robson.
With all this fresh food at no raise in 
cost, students will be able to feel good 
about where their food comes from. Also 
in the Russell House, there are maps 
that show the state of South Carolina 
and where exactly the farms are that 
the products are coming from.
Robson said she will be promoting 
the Fresh on the Menu program by dis-
playing four huge cardboard cows like 
the Chick-fi l-A cows in places like the 
Russell House and the business building. 
The cows will have a speech bubble that 
will explain the program.
With the promotion of Fresh on the 
Menu program, students feel better 
about what they are eating.
“I think it make sense. We need to 
support the state of South Carolina as 
well as eat healthier. Knowing that it’s 
fresher, I will more likely eat more fruits 
and vegetables,” second-year business 
student Kalesha Hicks said.
The fact that it also supports South 
Carolina farmers encourages consumers 
with the current state of the economy.
“I really like the idea of helping out 
local farmers. This encourages the idea 
of helping others in this hard economic 
time as well as staying healthy,” fi rst-year 
public relations student Katie Sly said.
Robson hopes for the program to be 
successful.
“Right now we are required by the 
Department of Agriculture to have 25 
percent local. This project is very new 
though so hopefully it will start out 
small, but will continue to build up,” 
Robson said.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@sc.edu
Fresh on the Menu initiative 
brings fresh produce to campus
Hunter Hardinge
STAFF WRITER
USC features local growers
SCEA celebrates Seuss’ birthday
Read Across Carolina 
encourages youth to read 
with activities, giveaways
Rebecca Cuozzo
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
 Gathering your bow ties and pearls because Carolina Cup is 
coming. The Carolina Cup, held in Camden at Springdale 
Race Course, hosts the Carolina Cup and the Colonial Cup 
to raise funds to keep the equestrian and tourism center 
running. It donates a portion of its profi ts to the Kershaw 
County Medical Center.
Carolina Cup is one of South Carolina’s largest social events 
and 65,000 are expected to attend.
The gates open at 9 a.m. The fi rst of seven races starts at 
12:30 p.m., and the last begins at approximately 4:35 p.m.
— Compiled by Kara Apel
— Information from http://carolina-cup.org
Annual Carolna Cup to bring
thousands back to Camden
 Courtesy of kimberlymahle.com 
Horses race to the fi nish at the 2007 Carolina Cup.
Read Across Carolina 
made its way to USC yes-
terday. 
The spinoff of the na-
tional Read Across Amer-
ica campaign that takes 
place every March on Dr. 
Seuss’s birthday, took place 
in the Capstone Campus 
Room and was run by the 
on-campus chapter of the 
South Carolina Education 
Association, an affi liate of 
the Nat ional Educat ion 
Association.
The event  was  made 
possible due to a $1,000 
grant the chapter applied 
for and received from the 
NEA. Clemson, Coastal 
Carolina and USC each 
received a grant and ran a 
Read Across Carolina event 
in March. 
Read Across Carolina was 
an evening of reading and 
fun for more than 100 kids 
from Richland One and 
Two public schools. The 
night was full of activities 
ranging from free give-
aways to live readings and 
arts and crafts. Each child 
who attended the event re-
ceived free books, pencils 
and pizza. They were also 
treated to readings by the 
Cat and the Hat, Mount 
Everest climber and USC 
professor Patrick Hickey 
and childrens book author 
Karen Petit.
Jessica Graling, the state 
s t udent  v ice  pres ident 
of SCEA, said the event 
benefi tted the children in 
many ways. Graling said 
giving the children free 
books, especially close to 
summer, encourages them 
to read.
“The whole  event  i s 
based on opening children 
up to reading,” Graling 
said.
The event began with 
Hickey reading. Seuss’ “All 
the Places You’ll Go.”
“The children should 
take the message of being 
able to do anything you 
want in l i fe  to hear t ,” 
Hickey said. 
The night continued with 
Petit, author of childrens 
book mystery series “The 
Shandon’s Iv y League”, 
reading another.  Seuss 
book. Pet it spoke about 
how important reading is 
in everybody’s life. 
“Reading is at the heart 
of ever y th ing you do,” 
Petit said. “It is important 
for those of us that love 
reading and writ ing to 
come and share reading 
and inspire children,” Petit 
said.
To wrap up the speak-
ers, City Councilwoman 
Belinda Gergel swore the 
children in as l ife-long 
readers. She read an oath 
and the children repeated 
it back to her, promising to 
be be readers forever.
The children part ici-
pated in activities such as 
face pa int ing, ar t s and 
crafts, reading and eating 
pizza, and each received 
free books. 
Paula Matthews, a parent 
attending the event with 
her children, thought it 
was a great event. 
“It is an excellent op-
portunity for children to 
experience reading outside 
the classroom,” Matthews 
said. 
 
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Jacqueline Lee, a fi rst-year criminal justice and education student, orders a salad at GMP.
 Courtesy of Megan Olawsky
Nicole Beattie dresses as the Cat in the Hat to get children excited about reading.
 FARGO, N.D. — When 
Kev in Tobosa  got  word 
Thursday that a friend needed 
help building a sandbag dike, 
he immediately posted a status 
update on his Facebook page: 
“Heading to 2825 Lilac Lane 
in North Fargo — needs to be 
raised another 2 feet.”
When city offi cials needed 
volunteers at other dikes, To-
bosa suggested setting up a Fa-
cebook group. By Thursday, it 
had attracted more than 4,550 
members and was constantly 
picking up new ones.
“We really need volunteers 
again today to get the dikes 
buttoned up and fi ll the rest of 
the sandbags,” read a message 
sent to the group Thursday.
Social-network ing sites 
such as Facebook and Twit-
ter have become vital tools 
for volunteers as they wage a 
desperate, round-the-clock 
battle to protect Fargo from 
the river and spread the word 
about rising fl oodwaters.
“Oftentimes, the govern-
ment Web sites and phone 
lines are overloaded and don’t 
have the capacity to answer 
all the queries,” said Jean-
nette Sutton, a University of 
Colorado sociologist who has 
researched the use of social 
networking in emergencies.
“A site like Facebook is so 
robust, it has the strength to 
support this kind of usage,” 
Town uses Facebook 
to combat raging ﬂ oods
Social networking sites, 
Twitter used to garner 
support from community
Patrick Condon
Th e Associated Press
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Second-year 
printxxxx 
journalism 
student
Local National World
Dustin Glendinning/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
A map of South Carolina is displayed in the Talking Book Services Student Art Gallery. 
All art has been created by blind, visually impaired or handicapped students.
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DUBAI,  United  Arab 
Emirates —  Be warned: 
Spitting here could get you 
deported.
We’re not talking just any 
kind of spit. In this case, 
it’s the red-tinted juice of 
a popular Asian leaf that’s 
causing the fuss as Dubai 
tries to buff the image of its 
less-posh districts.
The crackdown — an-
nounced this week amid 
a broader ef fort to stem 
behavior deemed offensive 
— has stirred an unusual 
Arab-Asian culture clash 
in a city where the friction 
is often between Western 
ways grating against con-
servative Gulf sensibilities.
The tradition of chewing 
the leaves of the betel plant, 
a mild stimulant common 
from Pakistan to South-
east Asia, is so ingrained 
in some countries that it’s 
been mentioned in works as 
varied as Hindu’s sacred Ve-
das and the musical “South 
Pacific.” Even Myanmar’s 
authoritat ive regime has 
failed in efforts to curb its 
use.
“It’s like telling an Italian 
not to have an espresso,” 
sa id Pak ist an i  secur it y 
guard Munir Ahmed.
The assault on the betel 
leaf could be seen as a curi-
ous choice as Dubai’s faces 
far more serious troubles 
after the global recession 
crashed the boomtown’s 
party and left many con-
struction sites idle and for-
eign workers packing up.
But the slowdown has 
allowed Dubai officials to 
play catch up when it comes 
to imposing their sense 
of order — on issues big 
and small — in a place that 
was stuck for years on fast-
forward.
Dubai’s cosmopolitan tol-
erance is still strides ahead 
of any place in the region. 
Yet it’s clear the book of 
rules is getting heftier.
E a r l i e r  t h i s  m o nt h , 
Dubai’s municipal authori-
ties issued what amounted 
to a chaperone-style list of 
boundaries, like no seri-
ous kissing or hugging in 
public, no miniskirts and 
bikinis, and keeping a lid 
on publ ic  booz ing a nd 
rude gestures. Most of the 
bans were already in place, 
but the message was that 
harsher fi nes — or even jail 
time — might be imposed.
It’s seen as part of cultural 
push and pull of Dubai. At 
the moment, it’s the outsid-
ers who are feeling some 
pressure from the Emiratis 
even though the locals are 
outnumbered about 8-to-1.
Workers receiving sever-
ance pay in South Carolina 
wouldn’t be permitted to get 
unemployment checks at the 
same time under legislation a 
Senate panel approved Thurs-
day as part of an overhaul of 
the state’s unemployment 
system. 
“For somebody to be able 
to collect severance and un-
employment at the same time 
is double-dipping out of an 
employer,” said Sen.. Greg Ry-
berg, R-Aiken and the Senate 
Labor, Commerce and Indus-
try Committee’s chairman.
Ryberg says the severance 
payments should be treated 
as income that offsets what-
ever unemployment benefi t a 
person may get. Details would 
be worked out later on how 
lump-sum severance payments 
are handled.
While the severance cutoff 
would sting wallets, the leg-
islation does nothing directly 
to address the busted trust 
fund covering unemployment 
benefi ts. Since December, the 
state has borrowed $220.6 mil-
lion from the federal govern-
ment to cover checks as South 
Carolina jobless rate climbed 
to the nation’s second-highest 
— 10.4 percent — in January.
For now, the borrowing is 
cheap and the appetite non-
existent for raising taxes on 
employers.
“The shortfall in the trust 
fund is going to have to come 
off — eventually come off — 
the backs of business. The 
question is do you do it now 
or do you do it later. Now is 
the wrong time to raise the 
taxes on businesses,” Ryberg 
said. “I hate to be borrowing 
money from anybody, but I 
also like the fact that I’m not 
paying interest on the money 
I’m borrowing.”
Ryberg chaired the subcom-
mittee that adopted the over-
haul bill Thursday that puts 
the South Carolina Employ-
ment Security Commission on 
the path to becoming part of 
Gov.. Mark Sanford’s Cabinet 
as a Workforce Department.
The House has a similar 
bill on its calendar that will 
be up for debate next week. 
But the bills have a few key 
differences.
Week
Weird News of t
he
 A Goldwater Scholarship • 
Workshop will be held 
Monday, March 30, 4 p.m. 
in the Gressette Room, 
Harper College for rising 
sophomores and juniors 
who will get a graduate 
degree to teach at the 
college-level or to research 
natural sciences, math-
ematics or engineering. 
Contact Jennifer Collins, 
Offi ce of Fellowships and 
Scholar Programs (803) 
777-0958.
Applications will be ac-• 
cepted through Friday, 
April 3 for non-juried arts 
and crafts vendors, food 
vendors and nonprof it 
organizations that would 
like to participate in Ribs 
& Renaissance, a Colum-
bia Arts & Community 
Festival, on May 30. Arts-
related groups and busi-
nesses, as well as casual 
performers like sketch and 
street artists are invited to 
participate. For informa-
tion and a general applica-
tion, call (803) 454-0088.
The USC Speech & Hear-• 
ing Research Center in the 
Arnold School of Public 
Health offers a number 
of support groups: The 
Stuttering Support Group 
(Columbia chapter of the 
National Stuttering As-
sociation) usually meets 
on the second Thursday 
of every month at 7 p.m. 
Call (803) 777-2605 or 
emai l charley@sc.edu. 
There are several different 
Stroke Recovery Groups 
that meet weekly at various 
times.  Call (803) 777-2693 
or email fridrika@mail-
box.sc.edu. The Cochlear 
Implant Group of Aural 
Rehabilitation meets Mon-
days at 2 p.m. throughout 
each semester. Call (803) 
777-2671 or email cros-
bye@sc.edu.
Entries are invited from • 
students currently enrolled 
at the University of South 
Carolina for the Thomas 
Cooper Library Student 
Book Collecting Award, 
carrying a f irst prize of 
$250. The collection may 
be in any fi eld or may em-
phasize some particular 
area of interest within a 
subject. Materials submit-
ted by entrants must be 
owned and have been col-
lected primarily by them. 
Entries should be submit-
ted by March 31 including: 
a brief essay, an annotated 
bibliography and a cover 
sheet.
Toilet sausage chef causes prison unit 
evacuation  
CLALLAM BAY, Wash.—  An inmate’s attempt to heat 
up sausages in his toilet went up in smoke when the 
cooking fi re forced a unit evacuation at a Washington 
prison. Clallam Bay Corrections Center spokeswoman 
Denise Larson says 130 inmates were evacuated to a 
dining hall when smoke was spotted coming from a 
sewer vent pipe Wednesday evening.
Cops Say Man Handcuﬀ ed, Bitten by Ex
Police say a woman trying to get her estranged husband 
back handcuffed herself to him and then bit him on his 
torso and arms as he called for help. Authorities say 
Helen Sun told investigators she just wanted to talk to 
her husband without him walking out. 
Man accused of stealing $60 gas station bet 
GREENSBURG, Pa. — State police are investigating a 
weird theft involving a western Pennsylvania gas station 
attendant who made a $60 bet with a customer. State 
police are asking for the public’s help because they’ve 
been unable to solve the crime March 9 at Snooky’s 
Sunoco.
Police said a customer walked in and complained about 
the price of cigarettes at the gas station about 3:20 a.m. 
that day. The clerk took $60 from his pocket and bet the 
customer he couldn’t fi nd cigarettes cheaper at another 
store. That’s when the customer grabbed the money 
and ran.
Gordo the skateboarding parrot stolen 
ALDWIN PARK, Calif. — A birdnapper snatched Gordo 
the skateboarding parrot. The 30-year-old green 
Guatemalan parrot, a popular attraction for a decade in 
the San Gabriel Valley community of Baldwin Park, was 
taken from his front porch cage Wednesday morning.
Woman arrested 3 times in 3 days for drunk 
driving 
SHEBOYGAN, Wis.— A 60-year-old Washington 
woman arrested for drunken driving three times in 
three days while vacationing in Wisconsin has been 
sentenced to a month in jail. The woman was arrested 
fi rst at 2 p.m. March 11, 2008. A deputy saw her try to 
drive out of a ditch, wearing only one shoe and had a 
blood-alcohol level of 0.21, authorities said. The legal 
driving limit is .08.
College phone booth stunt just like old times 
MORAGA, Calif. — Twenty-two students at St. 
Mary’s College of California have done something 
their predecessors famously did 50 years ago: cram 
into a phone booth. Teams competed to fit as many 
bodies as possible into a phone booth on the campus 
green Wednesday, a half-century after Life magazine 
published a now-famous photograph of 22 St. Mary’s 
students stuffed into a phone booth, a popular college 
stunt in the 1950s.
Student kicked oﬀ  bus for passing gas
LAKELAND, Fla. —  A Lakeland eighth-grader has 
been suspended from riding the school bus for three 
days after being accused of passing gas. The bus driver 
wrote on a misbehavior form that 15-year-old Jonathan 
Locke Jr. was passing gas on the bus Monday to make 
the other children laugh, creating a stench so bad that 
it was diffi cult to breathe. The bus driver handed Locke 
the suspension form the next day.
— The Associated Press
— Compiled by Assistant News Editor Kara Apel
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ANCHORAGE,  A laska 
—  Alaska’s Mount Redoubt 
erupted several times Thurs-
day, spewing a more than 
12-mile-high cloud that could 
drop ash on Anchorage for the 
first time since the volcano 
began erupting Sunday night. 
The Alaska Volcano Obser-
vatory said the fi rst eruption 
about 8:30 a.m. shot an ash 
cloud about 30,000 feet in 
the air, and a second erup-
tion about an hour later sent 
ash 65,000 feet high — the 
highest cloud since the erup-
tions began. Several smaller 
eruptions followed, with none 
of their plumes surpassing 
20,000 feet.
The largest eruption caused 
a mud fl ow into the Drift River 
near the base of the volcano.
Before Thursday’s eruptions 
the volcano had been relatively 
quiet for more than a day.
According to the National 
Weather Service, prevailing 
winds are expected to carry 
ash from the larger erup-
tion east across Cook Inlet 
toward some of Alaska’s larger 
communities. An ash fall ad-
visory for the western Kenai 
Peninsula covers the towns of 
Kenai, Soldotna and Cooper 
Landing.
Anchorage spokeswoman 
Jenny Evans said the state’s 
largest city, roughly 100 miles 
northeast of the volcano, could 
see trace amounts of ash.
Alaska Airlines canceled all 
fl ights to and from Anchorage 
until sunrise Friday, and all 
planes at Elmendorf Air Force 
Base in Anchorage were either 
placed in shelters or moved 
to other bases. Ash poses a 
significant threat to aircraft 
engines.
Minor amounts of ash were 
expected to fall on Homer, 
a tourist and fishing town at 
the southern tip of the Kenai 
Peninsula.
The National Weather Ser-
vice also issued a flash flood 
warning for the Drift River, 
near the volcano. Eruptions 
can cause snow and ice to melt 
on the mountain, resulting in 
fl ooding along the river that 
drains from the mountain.
Research geologists with 
the U.S. Geological Survey 
have said a lot of snow and 
ice remains on the mountain, 
increasing the danger from 
mud flows that already have 
downed hundreds of trees and 
carved a huge gouge out of a 
glacier.
The mud f lows also have 
littered the airport at the Drift 
River Terminal, a Chevron-
operated facil it y that has 
been shut down but still has 
6.2 million gallons of crude 
stored in two tanks. Until the 
airport runway is cleared, it is 
unusable.
she said.
As the river rose higher, 
thousands of weary volunteers 
scrambled Thursday to extend 
the city’s dikes by another 
foot. Their work was made 
more diffi cult by temperatures 
below 20 degrees that threat-
ened to weaken the effective-
ness of the sandbags, which do 
not stack as tightly if frozen.
The city of 92,000 also 
announced a potential evacu-
ation plan, and at least four 
nursing homes began moving 
residents elsewhere. In rural 
areas south of town, crews 
rescued residents stranded by 
the fl oodwaters.
By midday, the river had 
risen to almost 39 feet above 
flood stage. It was expected 
to crest Saturday at 41 feet, 
possibly breaking a record of 
40.1 feet set in 1897.
Tobosa, 34, said he learned 
to appreciate the speed and 
effi ciency of social networks at 
the online marketing company 
he owns.
“I use it to reach customers, 
so I thought why not use it 
to reach volunteers?” Tobosa 
said.
Property owners on the 
front lines of the flood fight 
are also using technology to 
issue last-minute pleas for as-
sistance.
W hen Jam ie Sampson 
needed help at her family’s 
home shoring up a sandbag 
wall, the 26-year-old woman 
sent a blast e-mail to co-work-
ers and friends, and a friend 
sent out a mass cell-phone text 
message.
About 20 people showed up 
within three hours.
Besides serving as a handy 
tool for marshaling volun-
teers, social-networking sites 
also offer a close-up view of 
the action for people who 
are interested but do not live 
nearby.
Troy Elseth, a 29-year-old 
software engineer in Moun-
tain View, Calif., attended 
college in Fargo and plans 
to move back this spring. In 
recent days, he found himself 
obsessively checking a Web 
site that updated the level of 
the Red River.
“I realized a quick way to 
check it would be to set up a 
Twitter feed,” said Elseth, who 
just closed on a house next 
to the river. “Naturally I’m 
pretty interested in the fl ood 
level.”
Twitter allows users to post 
a constant stream of sentence-
sized thoughts, observations 
and information.
Elseth posts the Red River’s 
fl ood stage once every hour or 
so, information that then pops 
into the inbox or onto the cell 
phone of those who subscribe 
to his feed. By Thursday, his 
“redriveratfargo” had more 
than 300 followers, updated 
almost hourly as the Red River 
climbed toward its projected 
crest of 41 feet above f lood 
stage.
Sutton, the sociologist, fi rst 
noticed widespread use of 
social networks in a crisis dur-
ing the aftermath of the 2007 
Virginia Tech shooting.
She sa id many people, 
particularly younger ones, 
get all or most of their news 
about the fl ood through social 
networking. She said such sites 
sometimes do fall prey to con 
artists, but studies have shown 
that’s rare in natural disasters.
Carolyn Kaster / The Associated Press
Jerry Sampson tosses a sandbag to shore up the dike as the 
Red River continues to rise along the road in Fargo, N.D.
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
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IN OUR OPINION
Keep tradition at Cup 
while being responsible
CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about 
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu.
About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is 
the editorially independent 
student newspaper of the 
University of South Carolina. 
It is published daily during 
the fall and spring semesters 
and nine times during the 
summer with the exception of 
university holidays and exam 
periods. Opinions expressed 
in The Daily Gamecock are 
those of the editors or author 
and not those of the University 
of South Carolina. Th e Board 
of Student Publications 
and Communications is 
the publisher of The Daily 
Gamecock. Th e Department 
of Student Media is 
the newspaper’s parent 
organization. The Daily 
Gamecock is supported in 
part by student-activity fees. 
One free copy per reader. 
Additional copies may be 
purchased for $1 each from 
the Department of Student 
Media.
Secret message 
behind tattoos: 
‘Look at me’
T h e  g o a l  o f  T h e  D a i l y 
Gamecock ’s V iew point s page 
is to stimulate discussion in the 
Universit y of South Carol ina 
community. All published authors 
are expected to provide logical 
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters 
to the editor, guest columns and 
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Let ters and g uest columns 
should be submitted via e-mail to 
gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters 
must be 200 to 300 words in length 
and include the author’s name, year 
in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders 
and USC facu lt y members to 
submit guest columns. Columnists 
should keep submissions to about 
500 words in length and include 
the author’s name and position. 
Guest columns are limited to three 
per author per semester. 
The editor reserves the right to 
edit and condense submissions for 
length and clarity, or not publish 
at all. 
A ll submissions become the 
property of The Daily Gamecock 
and must conform to the legal 
standards of USC Student Media.
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Let’s come out and 
say it: It’s OK if you 
don’t actually watch 
the horse races.
Old fl ag holds Columbia back
QUINNTESSENTIAL
Confederate relic keeps 
city from hosting NCAA 
tournament, needs to go
Rationale for inking 
proves to be only skin 
deep for many peers
RYAN QUINN
First-year 
journalism 
student
MICHAEL 
WUNDERLICH
Second-year 
broadcast 
journalism 
student
I was reading an article 
in The State Tuesday, and 
I was shocked to learn that 
the reason we miss out on 
all the March 
Madness is 
because  of 
the Stars and 
Bars. Yes, it 
seems t hat 
hav ing t he 
Confederate 
f l a g  o n 
State House 
g r o u n d s 
a c t u a l l y 
d o e s  h u r t 
something — 
other than the feelings of 
thousands of residents. The 
NCAA forbids Columbia 
f rom host ing a  game, 
though we have the perfect 
accommodations, solely 
because the Confederate 
f l ag  s t i l l  f l ie s  at  ou r 
capitol. Sometimes I wish 
that Sherman had made 
Columbia “Famously Hot” 
like he did Savannah.
A f lag s y mbol izes  a 
country as long as that 
country exists. When that 
country ceases to exist — 
1865 for the CSA — the 
fl ag no longer symbolizes 
something real. A f lag 
then becomes a symbol 
that is defined by human 
emot ion. Many believe 
that the Confederate flag 
is a symbol of the glory 
of the Old South. Many 
be l ieve  i t  honor s  t he 
soldiers who died for what 
they believed in. Vastly 
more believe it represents 
racism, prejudice and hate. 
Though many respect 
the Confederate f lag, the 
fact that many others are 
offended by it means that it 
has no place at our capitol. 
Our capitol is supposed to 
be a representation of all, 
not some.
Whether or not a symbol 
should be displayed in a 
public place should be based 
on consensus. Though the 
swast ika is a symbol of 
luck to some Hindus and 
Buddhists, it is a symbol of 
hate to just about everyone 
e l se .  A nd wh i le  some 
former German soldiers 
may see the Nazi fl ag as an 
honor to those who died in 
the war, it is not allowed to 
fl y in Germany. Likewise, 
no matter what you believe 
the Civil War was about, 
or what the fl ag represents, 
t o o  m a ny  p e op le  a re 
offended by it. It doesn’t 
matter which group — 
pro-flag or anti-flag — is 
in the majority. Anything 
that is that close to 50/50 
is too debatable to be on 
State House grounds.
M a n y  r e b u k e  t h i s 
reasoning by citing that we 
don’t take the American 
fl ag down — even though 
ext remists burn it and 
ma ny Eu ropea ns  hate 
it. But the simple fact is 
that the American f lag 
represents a real country 
— and here in America, 
the fl ag is respected. We all 
know the general consensus 
in the world and in the 
United States on what the 
Confederate f lag means. 
Even in the South, you’d 
be hard-pressed to prove 
that a majority thinks well 
of the Confederate fl ag.
Hang it on your wall. 
Fly it on your house. Put 
it on your boat. I don’t 
care where you put, just 
don’t put it at the capitol. 
Remember,  t hat ’s  my 
capitol, too.
Obama can salvage UK ties
‘Special relationship’ 
needs attention; snub 
gifts cannot be helping
RICHARD 
WOOD
Th ird-year 
history 
student
It was Br it ish Pr ime 
M i n i s t e r  W i n s t o n 
Churchill who supposedly 
coined the term “special 
relationship” to describe 
t he c lose  cooperat ion 
between the United States 
and Great Britain. 
A bust of Churchi l l , 
which was given to George 
W. Bush in 2001 and sat in 
the Oval Offi ce throughout 
his presidency, has recently 
been returned to the British 
Ambassador by President 
Barack Obama.
It  wou ld 
be  s i l ly  to 
r e a d  t o o 
much into a 
single event 
l i k e  t h i s , 
but it is not 
an isolated 
incident. In 
their short 
t i m e  i n 
t he  W h ite 
H o u s e , 
t h e  n e w 
p r e s i d e n t  a n d  h i s 
administration have been 
responsible for several 
apparent snubs of Great 
Britain. 
During British Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown’s 
recent visit to the United 
States, he presented the 
president with a pen holder 
made from the wood of 
a British anti-slave ship. 
Brown in turn received a 
box set of 25 DVDs.
The real kicker is the 
response given to a reporter 
from the U.K.’s Sunday 
Teleg r aph  new spap er 
by a State Department 
official when asked about 
t he  p r i me  m i n i s t e r ’s 
reception in Washington: 
“There’s nothing special 
about Britain. You’re just 
the same as the other 190 
countries in the world. You 
shouldn’t expect special 
treatment.”
If these statements and 
actions are indicative of 
the White House’s attitude 
towa rd  t he  U.K .,  t he 
“special relationship” is in 
great peril.
Not that a cooling of 
relat ions with the U.K. 
hasn’t been noted before 
now. Britain’s relationship 
with the last administration 
was complicated. President 
Bush and Prime Minister 
Tony Blair shared a great 
personal rapport, but many 
Britons were extremely 
critical of Blair’s supposed 
subservience to Bush.  
Prior to his elect ion, 
Obama made clear that 
r e p a i r i n g  d a m a g e d 
relationships with American 
allies was a priority for his 
administration. In a speech 
last year, he singled out the 
“special relationship” as 
ripe for renewal: “We have 
a chance to recal ibrate 
the relationship and for 
the United Kingdom to 
work with America as a full 
partner.”
But recent actions have 
suggested that, rather than 
try to undo the overbearing 
dominance of the “special 
relationship” by the U.S. 
during the Bush years, 
Obama has recalibrated 
relations with the U.K. by 
devaluing them entirely. 
It’s hard to say whether 
these snubs of Br ita in 
have been the result of 
rook ie  m i s t a ke s  by  a 
new administration, the 
dominance of the domestic 
economy as the focus of 
the president’s attention 
or a deliberate attempt to 
move away from a close 
relationship with Britain. 
Whatever the reason, a 
neglect of foreign policy 
and U.S. diplomacy with 
the U.K. cannot continue 
forever. If there is any 
intention of playing down 
the relationship with the 
U.K., the White House is 
making a grave mistake. 
The U.K. may not be the 
great power it once was, but 
it is still a valuable bridge 
between the U.S. and our 
more difficult European 
allies.
Great Britain is also one 
of the few countries left in 
Europe willing to send its 
troops to fight alongside 
Americans. 
P e r h a p s  m o s t 
importantly, the president 
i s  u ndoubted ly  goi ng 
to at tempt to organize 
internat ional ef forts to 
combat the recession. In 
a global ized economy, 
A mer icans need to be 
concerned with what other 
countries are doing. The 
U.S. can’t afford to snub a 
formerly staunch ally. 
It seems to me that tattoos 
are a worldwide obsession. 
While tattoos 
aren’t anything 
n e w  b y  a n y 
means (these 
t h i n g s  h a v e 
been a rou nd 
since Neolithic 
times), they’ve 
taken on a new 
emphasis in a 
world of high 
visibility.
If you don’t 
b e l ie ve  t h at 
tattoos have a 
bigger impact than in previous 
times, take a look at the NBA.
Premier players like LeBron 
James, Shaquille O’Neal and 
Allen Iverson brandish their 
ink on a nightly basis to a 
national audience. 
The med ia  const a nt ly 
discusses Angelina Jolie’s 
tattoos, as well as the methods 
in which they’re applied. 
Take a trip to a local beach, 
and you’re bound to see 
multiple ink jobs permanently 
etched into the skin of your 
average Janes and Joes.
While tattoos have seen 
a major rise in popularity 
in recent years, if anything, 
tattoos for the most part are 
unnecessary and display a 
strand of narcissism in people. 
This doesn’t go for every 
person with a tattoo, mind 
you. 
I ’ve seen and k now of 
many people with tattoos 
commemorat ing a family 
member they’ve lost, a friend 
taken too soon or a defi ning 
moment or person in their 
life. 
But then you have those 
mark ings t hat leave you 
wondering what exactly the 
design is. 
A friend of mine got his 
fi rst tattoo on his forearm the 
senior year of high school and 
claimed it was a “tribal mask.”
Personally, I felt it looked 
more like a lobster from the 
Keys and found it hilarious 
every time I looked at it. 
My friend continued his 
questionable choice in body 
art by getting a cross drawn on 
his back that stretched across 
both shoulder blades with the 
inscription, “Never Scared,” 
written in the middle. 
Once again, I struggled to 
see the importance of such a 
design. 
Tattoos like my friend’s 
tribal lobster and fearless 
cross reinforce my belief that 
a majority of the tattoos being 
acquired today by people are 
merely to stroke their own 
egos and gain attention from 
others.
There’s really no signifi cance 
in the tribal lobster on my 
friend’s arm, the bizarre design 
on Mike Tyson’s face (but 
what about him IS normal?) 
or the countless markings of 
one’s origins (rep yo’ hood?), 
and I feel that for the most 
part, it’s just another “Look 
at me!” from someone craving 
attention.
To illustrate, Jameer Nelson, 
a basketball player, has Tupac 
Shakur’s lyrics, “All Eyes on 
Me,” across his back. 
Well, that’s not blatant or 
anything. 
To some, tattoos scream 
individuality. They preach 
strength, perseverance and 
other desirable qualities in an 
individual.
To me at least, I believe that 
the loudest man is usually the 
weakest man, and the tattoos I 
see scream loud and clear that 
some of us still have a lot of 
growing up to do.
 Every community has its time-honored traditions: the 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, the Running of the 
Bulls, the Taste of Chicago. The Columbia area has its own: 
Carolina Cup.
Every year around this time, USC students descend en 
masse upon the small town of Camden for one of the fi rst 
rites of spring. In a fl urry of sundresses and seersucker suits, 
we pitch our tents and fi re up the grills before the drudgery 
of exams can rob us of weekend freedom.
Let’s come out and say it: It’s OK if you don’t actually watch 
the horse races Saturday. 
The Cup is what you make 
of it, and for many people, 
it’s one of the premier social 
events of the year, a time to 
see and be seen.
Just don’t get too crazy. 
Included in the event’s list 
of general policies is a fairly 
broad proh ibit ion: “No 
unseemly behavior.”
While the meaning of “unseemly” is open to debate, 
the point is that Cup is no excuse to do irresponsible 
things that you wouldn’t do otherwise. Contrary to popular 
misconceptions, there are limitations on behavior that don’t 
get thrown out simply because it’s Cup weekend.
If you are too young to drink, don’t. If you are of age, don’t 
get out of control. And for the good of everyone on the road, 
designate a driver.
Every year, it seems like the Crime Report on the Monday 
after Cup gets more embarrassing. Keep in mind that your 
actions refl ect not only you as an individual, but the entire 
Carolina community. 
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Despite its reputation as 
one of Columbia’s finest 
restaurants, Dianne’s on 
Devine gets an unfair rap 
among USC students.  
While it’s easy to credit 
Dianne’s for its upscale 
décor and f ine cuisine, 
Dianne’s is seen as out of 
most students’ budget. 
A lt hough  Dia n ne’s  i s 
pricier than the average 
Ru s se l l  Hou se   mea l , 
or even the far-classier 
Col loqu iu m Ca fé ,  i t s 
lunch menu offers a taste 
of luxury that is almost 
entirely recession-friendly. 
With spring finally here 
and hopefully not going 
anywhere, it’s the perfect 
t ime to enjoy lunch on 
Dianne’s patio.
T he  a t m o s p he r e  i s 
intimidating to the typical 
col lege st udent .  A f ter 
all, most students’ daily 
wardrobe of sweats and a 
“COCKS” T-shirt won’t 
f it  in at Dianne’s ,  and 
the dining room doesn’t 
smell like chicken fi ngers 
on Wednesday afternoon. 
The classy atmosphere 
at  Dia n ne’s ,  however, 
isn’t stuffy thanks to the 
restaurant’s exemplary wait 
staff. The staff here has 
been formally recognized 
for high quality service, 
and most importantly they 
put me at ease in what 
was clearly unfami l iar 
territory.
The real reason to go to 
Dianne’s, however, is the 
food. 
Execut ive Chef Bi l ly 
Prato’s Italian creations are 
interesting without being 
too rich or overwhelming. 
The lunch menu thrives 
on simplicity, with limited 
appet izer of ferings and 
even french fries. Among 
the menu’s l ighter fare, 
the Devine Salad is tops. 
Sundried cranberries and 
bleu cheese add interest 
to the dish, while the fat-
free raspberry vinaigrette 
dressing is still guilt-free. 
T he  more  t r ad it iona l 
Italian Caprese Salad is 
also delicious, with fresh 
tomatoes and mozzarella 
c o m p l e m e n t i n g  o n e 
another’s fl avors. 
The menu’s standout 
item is easi ly the crab 
s t u f fed f lou nder.  The 
light fl avor of the fl ounder 
c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e 
freshness of the crab was 
irresistible, and at $9.99, 
the dish was worth every 
penny. 
A s  good a s  t he  su r f 
is, Dianne’s turf doesn’t 
d i s a p p o i n t  e i t h e r . 
Carnivores will love the 
rib eye steak sandwich, 
which is tender and almost 
smoky in f lavor. For the 
more adventurous, there’s 
the pimento bleu cheese 
burger, which combines 
t he  c l a s s ic  f l avor s  of 
ground beef and a hot, 
fresh Kaiser roll with spicy 
pimento peppers and rich 
bleu cheese. Just don’t add 
ketchup to this burger — 
it doesn’t need any more 
f lavor, and it’s perfect as 
is. 
Dia n ne’s  on Dev i ne 
offers the perfect escape 
from campus l ife every 
Tuesday through Friday 
11:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. As 
we approach the end of 
what’s been far too much 
cold weather, a peaceful 
lunch on Dianne’s patio is 
the perfect way to enjoy the 
beautiful spring weather 
we finally have. For less 
than $15, you can have 
your lunch at Dianne’s and 
eat it, too. 
T he  a t m o s p he r e  a t 
D i a n n e ’s  o n  D e v i n e 
m a n a g e s  t o  b e 
simultaneously classy and 
comfortable, and it’s well 
worth trying. 
Courtesy of Dianne’s On Devine
Dianne’s on Devine offers a swanky atmosphere in its indoor dining area. Students can also enjoy the nice spring 
weather and the delicious, cheaper lunchtime meals on the restaurant’s outdoor patio. 
Filmmaker and USC alumnus Praveen 
Vattikolla has created various fi lms which 
have appeared in known fi lm festivals all 
over the country, including the Kansas City 
Film Festival, the One Night Stand Film 
Festival and the Twenty-four Hour Film 
Festival.  In 2008, his film “Toppie” won 
Kansas City’s Audience Choice award for 
comedy.  
Another of his acclaimed fi lms, “Different 
Shades of Human Life,” incorporates 
a series of short films into a larger one, 
each depicting a story about the human 
experience. Vatt ikolla describes “the 
appearance of new characters and situations 
every 10-15 minutes or so,” and their rapid 
introductions and transitions are a way to 
emphasize their importance. Rather than 
a character getting “bailed out with 110 
minutes of plot, [t]heir lives have reached a 
turning point in those 10 to 15 minutes.” 
He is also inspired by the short film 
structure because of its many possibilities. 
Vat t ikol la says they a l low for more 
experimentation on a limited budget, and, 
as a directory, he is able to try out altering 
genres.   
Vattikolla says his youth and upbringing 
has inf luenced his films greatly. Raised 
in Visakhapatnam, India, he excelled as a 
dancer and graffi ti artist with an affi nity 
for music. He also says he loved to entertain 
people, and f ilm became one of those 
outlets. “I never had any real role models, 
being a victim and underdog, there was a 
void in my life. I was just getting by and 
then movies were my salvation.” Despite 
the fact that he couldn’t afford a video 
camera, Vattikolla was able to borrow one 
from a high school friend and saw movies 
every weekend, which he would act out 
with friends and family. “That’s where the 
real ‘fi lmmaking’ bug hit,” he said.
As an art ist , Vatt ikol la’s f i lms are 
especially interested in a realist model. 
“Most of my movies are inspired by some 
real incident or true stories and these 
stories interest me and I feel it is important 
I tell them.” He described one of them, 
“Snapshot: Travails of My Father,” as a fi lm 
about a son’s hardship and perseverance 
retelling life stories to his father, who 
suffers from Alzheimer’s. It deals with 
themes of love, admiration and memories 
of the human experience. 
Vattikolla’s directing style takes a well-
rounded, inclusive approach. Not only is he 
infl uenced by a wide variety of legendary 
and colleague directors (Stephen Spielberg, 
Francis Ford Coppola and Martin Scorsese 
are some of his favorites), but he has 
also taken acting classes to gain a wider 
directorial perspective. “Developing a 
character, and who they truly are off-screen, 
helps the actors create a role that is much 
deeper, richer and fuller than someone that 
is just repeating lines.” Vattikolla believes 
this approach helps his fi lms resonate with 
authenticity and an original fl avor, and he 
likes to do a few takes under the actor’s 
control to get to this result. “Magic is never 
made on screen when it’s forced,” he said. 
He said the fi lm festivals allow him and 
his fi lms many advantages. 
“Film festivals are a great way to show 
off what you have worked so hard on. It’s 
a chance to get feedback on your work 
... It’s a great way to network with other 
fi lmmakers. For the most part, they’ve been 
very positive.” While he wants to develop 
his short films and work with colleagues 
to create feature fi lms, Vattikolla said he 
intends to keep sending his films to the 
festivals for all of their advantages.
His future consists of working alongside a 
co-worker to produce one of their features, 
and he also plans to make features out of his 
own short fi lms. 
“Making movies is full-time work, and 
when you’re doing it on top of a regular 
full-time job, it becomes a bit of a time-
cruncher,” he said. 
“Different Shades” will be available soon 
on Amazon.com and other retail sites.  
Courtesy of MyBindi.com
Director Praveen Vattiloka has shown his 
fi lms in festivals around the United States. 
Alumnus fi nds success in directing short fi lms
★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Address: 1217 College St.
Price: Under $5
Dianne’s on Divine
Marin Mueller
STAFF WRITER
Dianne’s oﬀ ers outstanding cuisine, comfortable atmosphere
Despite snobbish 
reputation, restuarant 
welcoming, refreshing
Filmmaker draws inspiration from family, 
everyday events for acclaimed works
Jonathan Coe
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
C o m m e n t s  o n  t h i s  s t o r y ?  E - m a i l 
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
I f  y o u ’ v e  s e e n  t h e 
original 1972 Wes Craven 
v e r s io n  o f  “ T he  L a s t 
House On The Left,” then 
you k now exact ly what 
happens — rape, murder 
and unrelenting brutality. 
In this remake, however, 
d irector Dennis I l iadis 
throws out the grit and gore 
of the original and opts for 
unnecessary theatrics. 
The early assault scenes 
in the original fi lm focuse 
more on cheap gore makeup 
and fake disembowelments 
than on brutal protracted 
rape scenes. Apparent ly 
this remake aims to correct 
t hat  obv ious er ror and 
shock a more jaded modern 
audience.
“ T h e  L a s t  H o u s e 
On The Left ,” tel ls the 
story of homicidal prison 
escapees who kidnap two 
teenage girls, rape them 
and leave them for dead. 
The killer-rapists, needing 
shelter from a storm, find 
themselves taken in by one 
of the girls’ parents. 
W hen Mom and Dad 
discover what happened 
to their daughter,  they 
dispense some creat ive, 
and deserved, revenge with 
pickaxes and microwave 
ovens. The mov ie stars 
Tony Goldw yn, Monica 
Potter, Sara Paxton, Garret 
Dillahunt, Martha MacIsaac 
and Riki Lindhome.
Early in the fi lm there’s 
a  l i n g e r i n g  s ho t  o f  a 
k nife penet rat ing f lesh 
— director Dennis Iliadis 
leaves the camera there 
for a full minute — so we 
have time to absorb the full 
sickness of the moment. 
However, the audience’s 
response to the violence 
shifts dramatically, as does 
t he d irector’s  at t it ude, 
when it’s the parents turn 
to dish it out. Here, the 
camera holds to capture 
every detail as Mom and 
Dad pick off the convicts 
one by one.
A more notable change 
f rom the or ig ina l 1972 
fi lm involves the character 
o f  J u s t i n  ( J u n i o r  i n 
t he or ig ina l)  and what 
u lt i m ate ly  happen s  to 
him. It’s just a ploy by the 
f i lmmakers to g ive the 
movie a sl ightly happier 
ending, but, considering 
what has come before, they 
might as well have just stuck 
with the original distorted 
outcome.
“The Last  House on 
the Left” remake wants 
the best of both horror 
worlds: realistic and gritty 
brutal it y that feels l ike 
an extinguished film, and 
over stylized, outrageous 
k i l l s  l i k e n e d  t o  y o u r 
average modern slasher 
movie. The two don’t f it 
together — well, maybe 
they do according to the 
Iliadis’ direction. He makes 
a good-looking movie with 
good performances, but 
it’s a fi lm that is ultimately 
unnecessary.
“The Last  House on 
t he  L e f t ”  de l i ve r s  a n 
unwavering, unremitting 
hour of some of the most 
terrifyingly real moments 
you’ l l  see in a  horror/
thril ler f i lm. There are 
scenes you’ll be tempted to 
watch through your fi ngers, 
and the revenge plot plays 
out fairly straightforward 
once the movie gets about 
half an hour in. 
‘Last House on the Left’ 
frightening, ambitious
★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Address: 1217 College St.
Price: Under $5
Last House on the Left
Latoya Harvin
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Horror remake uses 
unneeded theatrics, 
increases gore scenes 
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
1107 State Street • Cayce, SC 29033
(803) 796 - 4505
www.adventurecarolina.com
• KAYAKING
• TUBING
• CANOEING
“Bringing a taste of Philadelphia to the Vista”
Corner of Senate & Park Streets in the Vista.
Open Mon - Sat from 11am - 9pm. 803-779-3493
Chips &
 drink
   	

with USC Student ID.
FREE!
when you buy a 12” Sandwich
Exp. March 31, 2009
SANDY’S COUPON
ICE CREAM
SUNDAE
Reg. 4.39
Each
Limit 1 
PER COUPON
Expires 5/24/09
WET WALNUTS
95¢ EXTRA
CHOCOLATE, STRAWBERRY OR 
PINEAPPLE
$269
Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / Th e Daily Gamecock
PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan
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Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / Th e Daily Gamecock
The Scene
USC@
HOROSCOPES
1234567890-=
DOUBT, A PARABLE  
8 p.m., $20
Trustus Theatre, 520 Lady St. 
ARIES You’re strong, 
intelligent and lucky now. 
You have your plan worked 
out. Launch, with confi dence, 
quickly. This assumes you’re 
ready.
TAURUS Set priorities 
f irst; otherwise, you’ll be 
swamped. Take on more 
responsibility so you can 
call the shots. You’re getting 
stronger by the day. 
G E M I N I  Y o u 
p r a c t i c a l l y  i n v e n t e d 
networking. You have more 
f r iends than Carter has 
peanuts. They’ll come to 
your rescue again. 
C A N C E R  A 
controversy arises. Keep 
your opinions to yourself. 
Let the others duke it out 
fi rst, while you consider your 
options. 
LEO  Condit ions are 
perfect, but you’d better get 
into port before nightfall. 
Complications are brewing 
and there could be trouble 
this weekend.
VIRGO Put everything 
into order, both down and 
across. Focus on the details, 
and the puzzle falls into 
place. Stick to your plan and 
you’ll be successful. 
LIBRA You generally 
fall for the wild, adventurous 
t y p e .  Yo u ’r e  n o t  t h a t 
outrageous yourself, but you 
do fi nd it quite attractive. 
SCORPIO (Don’t let 
somebody else’s problem 
give you a big headache. 
Instead, offer your services 
to someone who’s planning-
challenged. 
SAGIT TA RIUS 
Launch new projects, make 
c o m m i t m e n t s ,  d e c i d e 
what you want to happen. 
Visualize yourself 10 years 
from now, happier than ever. 
C A P R I C O R N 
Looks like you’re making 
money from your home as 
well as pouring money into 
it. Whatever, it works out.
AQUARIUS Tackle 
the problem with enthusiasm 
and energy. The more you 
learn, the more questions 
pop to your mind. There 
doesn’t seem to be an end.
PISCES It should be 
pretty easy to get what you 
want under these conditions. 
Go ahead and say you can do 
what’s required, even if you 
know you’ll have to study to 
keep that promise. 
TODAY
CELTIC THUNDER 
7:30 p.m., Tickets starting at $37.50
Township Auditorium, 1703 Taylor St.
FRIDAY NIGHT ALIVE PRESENTS REALIGN 
9 p.m., $10
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.
MY LOSING SEASON, AMEN THE ANIMAL, 
AVIARY FIRE, THE FRESHMAN 15  
5 p.m., $7
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
 TOMORROW
FOURZEROALPHA, 20 GAUGE, BOO LOO, 
WHISKEY HELLCHILD 
9 p.m., $5 over 21/ $8 under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
REALIGN 
9 p.m., $8
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.
COLUMBIA ALTERNACIRQUE 
9:30 and 10:30 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St. 
ACROSS 
1 Org. of Toms and 
Tiger
4 Weapon of mass 
destruction
9 Plus feature
14 Rower’s 
requirement
15 Stan’s slapstick 
partner
16 Keep an eye on
17 Adam’s partner
18 Animal dens
19 Honolulu greeting
20 Start of a quip
23 Postures
24 Commotion
25 John __ Passos
26 Incited
31 Freshen up
34 Was mistaken
35 Gibbon, e.g.
36 Frosted
37 Part 2 of quip
38 Rotation line
39 Bikini piece
40 Hay units
41 Alternative to treat?
42 Diana Ross’s 
group
44 Zodiac lion
45 Psychic power
46 Least illuminated
50 End of quip
55 Madame Curie
56 Italian poet
57 Corporate VIP
58 Public square
59 “Lou Grant” star
60 Of the ear
61 More rational
62 Decade segments
63 Highest level
  DOWN
1 Verses
2 French peasant 
dance
3 Game site
4 Wow!
5 Cutting edges
6 Potpourris
7 Soggy ground
8 Porgy’s girlfriend
9 Bestowed upon
10 Oater bar
11 Pack away, as 
cargo
12 Rebounding yodel
13 Comparison 
conjunction
21 Brought to a close
22 “__ People Play”
26 Lets loose
27 Minerals in the raw
28 Judd Hirsch sitcom
29 Legendary
30 Escritoire
31 Barbecue fare
32 Light tan
33 Type of tide 
34 Contemporary of 
Agatha
37 Florida bay
38 Bakery emanation
40 Rub over
41 Moderates
43 Change 
dimensions
44 Loading device
46 Summer or Shalala
47 Disney World 
attraction
48 Take care of
49 Move as a throng
50 Little pranksters
51 Samoan currency
52 Persia, now
53 6/6/44
54 Alleviate
03/27/09
Solutions from 03/26/09
03/27/09
for 03/26/09
Freshman Stephon Gilmore still has 
braces on his teeth, but he hasn’t looked 
young on the practice fi eld. In only his 
third month at the university after 
graduating from South Pointe, the 
6-foot-1-inch cornerback is impressing 
teammates and coaches w it h h is 
progress.
Working with the fi rst team defense 
on  T hu r sday  even i ng,  G i l more 
wrestled a completed pass from junior 
receiver Joe Hills for an interception. 
Later in the practice, he drew applause 
from the audience with a hit on senior 
wideout Moe Brown, causing the ball 
to fall loose.
“Stephon’s a good ballplayer,” coach 
Steve Spurrier said. “He’ll play a lot 
and he knows how to compete and all 
that kind of stuff. We need a whole 
bunch of guys like him.”
Sophomore cornerback A keem 
Auguste said he’s looking forward to 
the possibility of starting alongside 
Gi lmore.  Wit h t he depar t ure of 
Capt a i n  Mu n nerly n  a nd  Ca rlo s 
Thomas, Auguste and Gilmore look 
to be the top two corners on the depth 
chart.
“We’re ready for the challenge,” 
Auguste said. “For a freshman to come 
out like how he did, that’s just like how 
I came out my fi rst spring.”
Gilmore, the former Mr. Football of 
South Carolina, also saw time returning 
punts, and said the coaches have talked 
about him getting reps at quarterback, 
where he played in high school.
“I’m just trying to help the team 
out in every way I can,” Gilmore said. 
“It’s more than I expected, but I’m just 
trying to work hard every play.”
Gilmore said the defensive schemes 
were hardinitially, but after the seven 
spring practices he’s learned a lot.
“It was hard when I fi rst came, but 
I’m just trying to learn and listen to 
the coaches,” Gilmore said.
A f t e r  p r ac t i c e ,  Spu r r ie r  s a id 
cornerback C.C. Whitlock is, “having 
trouble doing what we ask him to 
do,” and is suspended indefi nitely, but 
wouldn’t elaborate on the reasoning 
behind the suspension. The 5-foot-
10-inch sophomore was expected to 
compete for a starting job in his second 
year on the team.
W hit lock joins junior defensive 
tackle Ladi Ajiboye, who was arrested 
on marijuana possession charges, as 
suspended players during the spring. 
Spurrier said he didn’t know whether 
either player would be back for the 
start of the 2009 season.
Friday afternoon the Gamecocks 
will be back in action for a scrimmage 
at around 4:30 p.m. at Williams-Brice 
Stadium, Spurrier said.
“I’m looking for guys to play with 
effort and smarts,” Spurrier said. “We’ll 
see if the quarterbacks can make some 
decent decisions. See if they can learn 
a little common sense and football. We 
tossed a few very carelessly tonight.”
A s  f o r  t he  NC A A  b a s k e t b a l l 
tournament, Spurrier said he still roots 
for the Duke Blue Devils, whom he 
coached 1987 to 1989, but doesn’t fi ll 
out a bracket.
“I just like watching guys compete,” 
Spurrier said. “Hopefully, we’ll have 
a team that competes like these guys 
play ing tonight — cause they a l l 
compete their butts off.”
Coming into this weekend’s series against 
Kentucky the baseball season has not been 
exactly what USC coach Ray Tanner and 
the Gamecocks would have wanted thus 
far. While Carolina has played well out of 
conference, the Gamecocks have struggled in 
SEC play to a 2-4 record.
With that in mind, USC is in a much 
better position now then it would be most 
years in the SEC East. Most years in the SEC 
East a 2-4 record would have the Gamecocks 
at the cellar of the division but as it stands 
now USC is in fourth place. A series win over 
Kentucky could propel USC into the top half 
of the division.
A key to victory will be the pitching of 
USC sophomore ace Sam Dyson. Dyson 
is 3-1 on the year and boasts an ERA of 
2.73. Dyson is leading the SEC in opponent 
batting average and tied for eighth in the 
league in wins. However, there will be more 
than competent opposition on the mound 
for the Wildcats. UK’s Friday starter James 
Paxton has a 4-0 record and is second in the 
SEC in strikeouts.
While the pitching of Dyson and the South 
Carolina dugout will be important against 
a Kentucky team that is hitting .312 on the 
season, USC must produce behind the plate as 
well. The Gamecocks, typically an offensive 
minded team, has been struggling at bat, 
USC is in the bottom half of the conference 
in most offensive statistical categories, such 
as at bats (12th), RBI (9th), hits (10th), OBP 
(10th) and batting average (8th).
Junior first baseman Nick Ebert, junior 
outfielder DeAngelo Mack and freshman 
outfielder Jackie Bradley, Jr. will be the 
catalysts for the offense this weekend just 
as they have been all season. Ebert is fourth 
in the SEC in batting average and leads the 
team. Mack leads the team in homeruns and 
comes in tied for seventh in the conference 
in that category. Bradley batted an even .400 
in his last five games and has consistently 
produced for the Gamecocks at the leadoff 
position.
The Wildcats aren’t exactly having their 
best year this season with a 3-3 conference 
record. However, USC will have to bring its 
‘A’ game to compete with a UK team and win 
a series that could be crucial in the future for 
SEC Tournament seeding.
 After a fast 12-1 start to 
the season, Carolina softball 
has struggled of late in SEC 
play, dropping 12 of their last 
13 to fall back to .500 at 13-
13. However, in that stretch, 
USC has played three teams 
in the National Top Ten, and 
that’s a fact that coach Joyce 
Compton feels isn’t lost on 
her squad as they go into a 
weekend series with Auburn, 
another 20-win SEC team. 
“We’ve played the No. 1, 6 
and 9 teams, and even though 
we didn’t win the games, we 
were in position in a couple 
to win, and even some of the 
others with lopsided scores 
we really did some decent 
things offensively and played 
pret t y decent defense ,” 
Compton said. “I don’t think 
they’ve lost any confi dence.” 
Despite the losses and the 
struggle to score runs, which 
has earned the pitching staff 
several hard luck losses, 
Compton said she has seen 
positives over the past few 
series. 
“One of the games against 
No. 1 Florida,” she said. “We 
had three opportunities to 
score and win the game. The 
Georgia games, I think they 
felt a hit here or there could 
have swung it for us. The 
number of people getting 
on base and the number of 
hits we’ve had and how the 
ball’s being hit, I think that’s 
a confi dence booster in a lot 
of regards.” 
The 20 09 sea son ha s 
been a youth movement 
for Carol ina,  w ith n ine 
freshmen on the team, and 
Compton is pleased with 
their development. 
“It’s not where we want 
to be by any means,” she 
sa id.  “But I th ink it ’s  a 
dose of reality for what our 
conference is all about. The 
record’s not very pleasing, 
but there’s a lot of things that 
we have done with a young 
team that I think makes them 
believe that they are capable 
of playing and beating these 
teams.  We just  need to 
keep competing; we’re not 
even halfway through our 
schedule.” 
In traveling to Alabama to 
face the Tigers (23-9, 3-3), 
another potential Top 25 
foe awaits the Gamecocks. 
I n  t he  t h ree-game set , 
which k icks off Saturday 
with a double header before 
the getaway game Sunday 
afternoon, USC figures to 
see AU junior pitcher Anna 
Thompson at least twice in 
the circle. Thompson is No. 
3 in the league and No. 13 
in the nation in strikeouts, 
averaging almost 12 a game.
Compton is only worried 
about what her team will do 
though. 
“We just need to play 
consistent, come out and be 
disciplined as hitters. We 
don’t ask pitchers to win 
games, we just ask them to 
give us an opportunity to 
win and we need to play a 
solid defense behind them,” 
Compton said.  
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Freshman defensive back making 
plays in practice; Auguste thankful 
for presence on other side of fi eld
Compton positive 
despite team’s 
mediocre record
Gamecocks look to beat down Wildcats, 
reach top half of division with strength 
of power hitting, shutout pitching
Michael Aguilar
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USC heads to Auburn 
Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Gamecocks will try to get back on the right track this weekend against Auburn.
Comments on this story? E-mail 
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Baseball prepares for Kentucky
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
USC coach Ray Tanner walks out to the fi eld to make a pitching change this season.
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@
mailbox.sc.edu
Gilmore making impact on defense
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Akeem Auguste celebrates a broken-up pass during last fall’s game against the Razorbacks.Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@
mailbox.sc.edu
classifieds
Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888 • f 803-777-6482 • www.dailygamecock.com
E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu • Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Additional Info
DEADLINE Additional options
Line classified ad rates
Major credit cards accepted
Announcements
FREE FRIDAY night dinners for internat-
ins & their families. For details, contact 
IFM @ 799-3452 or info@ifmusa.org
Apartments
Walk to USC- Clean & Quiet 2BR 1BA 
$525 w/deposit. 776-5405.
Come join us at Cornell Arms Apts for 
our Fall Semester Pre-leasing Event
1230 Pendleton St. April 3rd 10-4pm
Refreshments Served Leasing Specials
1BR in 4BR Apt. No appl. fee/sublet 
fee. Own BR/BA and walk-in closet. No 
extra fee apply other than 1st mo’s rent.  
Call Chris at 678-628-2408
4BR 4BA utilities fully fur $560/mo 
@Garnet River Walk. Call 770-715-8545
*ASPYRE*Downtown Living
Starting @ $549 per BR! 
laspyre.com 803-400-1570
Roommates
Rmmte for summer for dwntwn Lake 
front  4BR House   hdwd fl ceiling fans 
w/d CH&A  Close to USC.   429-5456  
Housing-Rent
Room for Rent - Clean 3BR house near 
USC. Free cable & int. 803-984-7492
OLD SHANDON 4BR 2BA for August 
$1395. SHANDON 4BR 2BA May  
$1595   318-0729
Preston St 2BR $745 Cypress St. 2BR 
$995. Avail  8/1   318-0729
2BR 1.1/2 BA duplex new const. avail 
1ST April $625/mo. Call Jeff 238-9185.
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
Housing-Rent
CAYCE AVENUES - Near dwntwn
1026 K Ave Great 3BR 1.5BA fenced yd 
LG attic, move 2day 917-6882.
Recently updated duplex on a corner lot. 
Each unit has 4BR w/option of 5th BR 
2BA hdwd flrs high ceilings covered 
porches. 2 fully equipped kitchens w/2 
w/d in @ unit. Pkg. 1 unit upstairs. Call 
Ray Covington at 331-8833 for showing
801 OHIO ST. 4BR 2BA Large house in 
Olympia near USC. $1500/mo. 
Call 665-9083
VERY LG PRIVATE ROOMS FOR 
RENT $290-$335 inclds all util. Walk/cy-
cle to school. Very Clean! 463-5129 
Housing-Rent
Modern Rosewood Home Extral Cool 
2BR 2BA w/office.Maple flrs. Stainless 
appl. & counters $1,000/mo 513-9354
1730 Greene 2BR 1BR w/study $635.
1BR (June)  $575. 4BR home 
301 S.Edisto $1395. 799-9483
Housing-Sale
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS  
From $102,500  518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com
For Sale
Timbernest Loft Bed - $125. used once  
great for extra space 423-416-2388
Help Wanted
Sodexho @ THE NATIONAL ADVO-
CACY CENTER is now accepting appli-
cations for a PT front desk clerk. This is 
a great opportunity to gain experience in 
a hotel atmosphere. Qualified applicant 
must be able to work a flex sched, and 
must be planing on being in Columbia 
this summer. $7.75/hr.. Apply in per-
son M-F 9am-4pm (Bring a copy of 
your Spring ‘09 class schedule and 
attach it to your application.) 
The National Advocacy Center 
1620 Pendleton St.
EEO/a Drug Free Workplace
Dancewear store hiring PT Sales per-
son.. Dance exp. helpful but not needed. 
Call 782-8188. Ask for Coleen. email 
pointet@bellsouth.net
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Help Wanted
Pawn shop seeking PT Sales Associate 
Must be honest, hardworking, well 
groomed & able to lift heavy objects. Will 
work around your school schedule. 
Please call Jon at 256-1888. Peoples 
Pawn Shop, Inc. 1324 Assembly St. 
Downtown Columbia.
PT RECEPTIONIST - Needed at Spring 
Valley Animal Hospital. Afternoon hrs. 
apply in person at 8913 Two Notch road 
9am-3pm. NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE
Help Wanted
Child Care
SUMMER CHILD CARE  - boy & girl 13 
yo. Must have transp & safe driving re-
cord. Exp a plus. Call 799-2863.
Nanny for 3 school age children. Inclds 
ight housework, errands. Tues, Wed. 
Thur Some Mon Fri hrs. Must be reli-
able, resp driver, nonsmoker. Fax re-
sume. to 790-5086.
Help Wanted
Summer Camps
YMCA of Columbia is hiring students 
for Camp Counselors, Lifeguards/Swim 
Instructors. We need dependable and 
fun loving employees who love children. 
For more info. go to 
www.columbiaymca.org to find your 
nearest  location.
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counsel-
ors to teach. All land, adventure & water 
sports. Great summer! Call 
888-844-8080, apply: campcedar.com
Help Wanted
Restaurants
Wait Staff Needed - Lunchtime avail-
ability (10-3) . Apply in peson. Groucho’s 
Deli 5 PTS. 611 Harden Street.
NOW HIRING MANAGERS & 
CASHIER/COOKS  MAURICE’S BBQ
WE NEED EXCELLENT REFERENCES
APPLY TODAY 791-5887 EXT. 10
BLUE FIN @SANDHILL Now Hiring all 
positions. Apply in person 10AM-4pm 
Services
PREGNANT,  NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165
WHY TAKE IT HOME? Store With Us 
Summer Special! Call for Details
Advantage Self Storage 695-9991
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